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SUBJECT: GUIDANCE ON US/EC NINE CONSULTATIONS 

FROM SECRETARY FOR AMBASSADORS AND CHARGES 

1. SECRETARY WISHES FOLLOWING GUIDANCE TO BE ADHERED TO 
IN ANY DISCUSSIONS ON US/EC NINE CONSULTATIONS; THIS 
GUIDANCE IS EXCLUSIVELY FOR ORAL USE: 

IN CONSULTATIONS WITH THE EC NINE ON ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE 
TO US, WE SEEK AN OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER OUR VIEWS AND 
RECEIVE A RESPONSE TO THEM BEFORE FINAL DECISIONS ARE 
TAKEN. WE DO NOT EXPECT THE NINE TO AGREE WITH US ON 
EVERY ISSUE, BUT WE WANT TO INSURE THAT DECISIONS ARE 
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UNITED STATES. WE CANNOT ACCEPT THE PROPOSITION THAT 
CONSULTING WITH US IN ADVANCE IN THIS WAY IS CONTRARY TO 
THE GROWTH OR EXISTENCE OF EUROPEAN UNITY. WE DO ACCEPT 
THE PROPOSITION THAT SUCH CONSULTATIONS MUST BE RECIPROCAL. 

2. IN FURTHER EXPLANATION OF ABOVE GENERAL POSITION YOU 
MAY ALSO MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. WE NOTE THE INFORMAL CONSENSUS AMONG THE NINE AT 

GYMNICH THAT ANY MEMBER MAY CONSULT BILATERALLY WITH US 
AT ANY TIME. 

B. IN ADDITION, WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS INFORMAL 
AGREEMENT AMONG THE NINE THAT ANY MEMBER MAY AT ANY TIME 
REQUEST AND OBTAIN A VOTE ON FORMAL CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN 
THE NINE AND THE US. IF PROPOSALS FOR CONSULTATIONS WITH 
THE US ARE NOT CONSISTENTLY BLOCKED BY THE VETO OF ONE 

OR ANOTHER MEMBER, THIS COULD ALSO BE A SIGNIFICANT STEP 
FORWARD. 

C. THESE ARRANGEMENTS, IF SUCCESSFULLY DEVELOPED OVER 
TIME, COULD ENHANCE THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE US AND THE 
NINE BY DEVELOPING THE HABIT OF CLOSE CONSULTATION ON 
ISSUES OF MUTUAL CONCERN. IN THE SPIRIT OF RECIPROCITY, 

WE WILL EXAMINE AND RESPOND TO ANY PROPOSAL FOR 
CONSULTATIONS OFFICIALLY CONVEYED TO US BY THE NINE, AND 
WOULD HOPE THAT THE NINE WILL REMAIN RESPONSIVE TO OUR 
REQUESTS. 

D. THE POLITICAL WILL TO COOPERATE IS THE UNDERLYING 
BASIS FOR EFFECTIVE CONSULTATIONS. WE MUST CULTIVATE 
THIS POLITICAL WILL AND USE IT TO DEVELOP ENHANCED AND 
FLEXIBLE CONSULTATION PROCEDURES WHICH REFLECT THE 
PRESUMPTION THAT CONSULTATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE WHEN ONE 
OR MORE OF THE COUNTRIES INVOLVED DESIRE THEM. WE WOULD 
PREFER IT NEVERTHELESS IF CONSULTATIONS WERE LESS AD HOC. 
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